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GRF continues its
work to record and
distribute
programmes for radio
stations
in Britain and
worldwide, and to
produce podcasts.

programme production update
The piece was distributed through
Audiopot and is one of several one-off
topical items produced by GRF made
available to broadcasters world wide.

Our aim is to help
listeners who are
coming to faith, and
those who are already
on a journey to
discover new
dimensions of their
faith.
All of GRF’s
programmes are
made by a voluntary
interdenominational
team.
This Prayer Letter
gives you a snapshot
of what GRF is
currently doing.
If you would like to get
involved in the work of
GRF as a prayer
partner, church contact
or potential member of
the team, we would be
pleased to hear
from you.
Contact details:
email
the.team@grf.org.uk
telephone
0141 221 9447
address
342 Argyle Street
Glasgow
G2 8LY
website
www.grf.org.uk
Scottish Charity
SC000199

world leprosy day
#OMGRF!
It is now six months since we started the
weekly recording of #OMGRF! A reminder:
it is a podcast about twitter, the social media
website which allows users to share short
(140 character) messages or ‘tweets’ with
other users. Users can ‘follow’ people
whose tweets they are interested in reading.
When lots of people are ‘tweeting’ about the
same thing, this topic is said to ‘trend’.
Each week the #OMGRF! team chooses 10 of
the top twitter trends for the week and talks
about them. We try to explore how the
stories are represented on twitter compared
to other sources, discuss them from a social
justice or Christian perspective and think
about how different groups and individuals
use twitter well or not so well.
#OMGRF! is being picked up all over the
world, from Japan to Canada, from Puerto
Rico to South Korea. You can find OMGRF
at www.omgrf.org

epistle from Burns
For the second year running, GRF produced
a special version of a poem by Robert Burns
for broadcast on or near to Burns Night. Jim
Ewing selected and recorded verses from
“Epistle to a Young Friend” in which the
poet advises caution, moderation and “a
correspondence fix’d wi’ Heav’n”, following a broadly similar line to the writer of
Proverbs, and finishing with the most
telling “and may ye better reck the rede
Than ever did th’Adviser” ( a plea for his
young friend to follow his advice better than
he himself had done).

For the first time this year, GRF produced a
special Thought for the Day to mark World
Leprosy Day (the last Sunday in January).
We’ve reproduced the script here …..
“There can hardly be one of us who hasn’t
wished at some point in our lives that we
couldn’t feel pain.
“Think about the last time you had toothache – or hit your thumb with a hammer –
or burned your hand on the stove – that
little square inch of pain seems to take over
the whole of your body, and you wish it
would just go away.
“But the millions of people all over the
world who suffer from leprosy, would give
anything to feel pain again.
“Their disease causes loss of sensation,
especially in hands and feet, and without
the pain to signal that it’s happening, they
might walk 5 miles with a thorn embedded
in the sole of their foot, or cook a whole meal
for their family without realising that their
arm is too near the flame. Too late, they find
that they have third or even fourth degree
burns which result in disabling scarring,
and perhaps even amputation.
“But for over 100 years, the Leprosy Mission
and other agencies have been caring for
people with leprosy – teaching them to
check themselves systematically for injury –
providing special shoes that protect their
feet – treating the ulcers and infections that
result from their lack of sensation, and, if the
disease is caught early enough, even curing
them.
“To find out how you can make a difference
in the lives of people affected by leprosy,
check out the Leprosy Mission website:
http://www.tlmscotland.org.uk/”
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Easter prayer

team news
Congratulations to former team member Euan
Macfarlane who married Bridget Tallon in Carlisle on
17 March.
Welcome to Bryan Jackson who has joined the
#OMGRF! as part of the ‘behind the microphone’ team.

Congratulations to Holly McGuigan who has
passed her final exams in medicine.

financial update
God, give us eyes to see
the beauty of the Spring,
And to behold Your majesty
in every living thing And may we see in lacy leaves
and every budding flower
The Hand that rules the universe
with gentleness and power And may this Easter grandeur
that Spring lavishly imparts
Awaken faded flowers of faith
lying dormant in our hearts,
And give us ears to hear, dear God,
the Springtime song of birds
With messages more meaningful
than man’s often empty words
Telling harried human beings
who are lost in dark despair ’Be like us and do not worry
for God has you in His care.
Helen Steiner Rice

thank you
Thank you to all of you who made a financial response
to our last prayer letter. The team is very grateful for
your generosity.

giving
Enclosed with this prayer letter, for your convenience,
are a response form (yellow) and a reply envelope
(please attach a stamp before posting). Thank you for
whatever you are able to give.
All GRF team members are volunteers so all donations
go directly to the funding and making of radio
programmes and podcasts.

JustTextGiving
You can now give to GRF via your mobile phone! GRF
has joined JustTextGiving. It’s easy.
Here’s an example if you would like to donate £1: Text
GRFE12 £1 to 70070. It’s as simple as that.
Sending the text will cost you the amount donated plus
your standard network charge. GRF will receive the
entire amount donated.

prayer points
Give thanks that regular programme production has been maintained, and pray that GRF will continue to attract
listeners though innovative, imaginative and inspiring programmes.
Pray that GRF will make wise use of new technology to fund, create and distribute programmes.
Pray that listeners will gain new insights and that lives will be changed.

programme postscript: Letter from Scotland
For over 15 years GRF has been supplying ‘Letter from Scotland’ to Downtown Radio in Belfast. From January this
year, the station has moved to a more music-orientated Sunday morning schedule and has therefore decided not to
continue to include speech inserts such as ‘Letter from Scotland’.
Supporters will recall that ‘Letter from Scotland’ was a three-minute comment piece, transmitted approximately
monthly and offering a view of religious and spiritual issues with relevance to Scotland and Ireland. Originally
written and presented by Blair Armstrong, it was written and presented by Anne Muir for the last year following
Blair’s retiral. It was complemented by other ‘letters’ produced from elsewhere in the world.
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